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Becca Johnson-Spinos, Steve McMurray, Melissa Gibson, Marisa Saenz, 
Loyce Pickett, Aisley Pickett, Kathy Wright, Allison Wright, Kristina Pena, 

Liliana Pena, Lisa James, Chris Buchanan, Aleena Azhar, 
MrJim and Sue Johnson, and Plano Stages

Matilda was first commissioned and produced by the Royal Shakespeare Company and 
premiered at The Courtyard Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon, England on 9 November 2010. 
It transferred to the Cambridge Theatre in the West End of London on 25 October 2011 
and received its US premiere at the Shubert Theatre, Broadway, USA on 4 March 2013.
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CAST

MATILDA
Annie Dominguez

Kate Illian

TRUNCHBULL
Liam Paynter
Lucy Smithey

MISS HONEY
Madeline Knoff

Madeline McInnis

BRUCE
Aly Dominguez
Niam Sachdev

NIGEL
Eli Gibson

MacKenzie McLane

LAVENDER
Liliana Pena

Priya Sachdev

ERIC
Aftyn Leiker

Gianna Cusick

AMANDA
Chloe Miller

Pia Rico

TOMMY
Beatrix Wezwick
Kensley James

HORTENSIA
Allison Akers

Charlotte Million

ALICE
Ellie Thoma

Maggie Powell

MR. WORMWOOD
Allison Wright
Nate Oldham

MRS. WORMWOOD
Alicia Pallares
Morgan Clark

​​MRS. PHELPS/MUM
Bethany Kricken
Lori-Elle Crymes

​ESCAPOLOGIST/DAD/RUSSIAN
Tiegan Wright

Willa Jones

ACROBAT/MUM/RUSSIAN
Aisley Pickett

Mariana Lopes

SERGEI/BIG KID/DAD
Anna Lyle

Renee Neleson

RUDOLPHO/DAD
Holden James

MICHAEL
Gracie James
Juan Erives

BIG KID 1, 2, & 3/MUM/COOK
Sarah Asif

LITTLE KID 1
Olivia Stoner

Penelope Catlett-Naasz

LITTLE KID 2
Allie Retta
Ellie James

LITTLE KID 3
Allison Powell



BIOGRAPHIES

Allison Akers (Hortensia) is in 4th grade and homeschools. 
This is her first production with Outcry Youth Theatre. Her 
favorite past role was Kate in Annie Jr. When not rehearsing, 
she enjoys drawing, swimming, and hanging out with her 
friends. Allison would like to thank her family and everyone 
that came together to make this production special. 

Sarah Asif (Big Kids 1, 2, and 3/Mum/Cook) will be a 
6th grader at Marion Elementary in Allen. This is her first 
theatre performance. In addition to singing, Sarah enjoys 
writing. She hopes to use this opportunity with Outcry 
Youth Theatre to gain experience and meet new friends 
who share her interest in the performing arts. 

Penelope Catlett-Naasz (Little Kid 1) is entering first 
grade at GATE Academy in Allen. This is her first production 
with Outcry Youth Theatre, and she is so excited! Her 
favorite past roles include Anne Bonny in Treasure Island. 
Penelope, much like Matilda, loves reading the most when 
not onstage. She would like to thank her Grandma and 
Grandpa, Mr. Jason, and Mr. Ben for their support, help, 
and kindness.

Morgan Clark (Mrs. Wormwood) is in the ninth grade at 
Hebron High School. This is her seventh production with 
Outcry Youth Theatre. Her favorite past roles are Boy (The 
Witches), Spider/Wren (The Night Fairy), Harry (Puffs), and 
Charlotte (Charlotte’s Web). When not on stage with Outcry, 
she enjoys cheer and choir at school. Morgan would like 
to thank her mom for helping with lines and taking her to 
rehearsals.

Lori-Elle Crymes (Mrs. Phelps/Mum/Big Kid) is entering 
8th grade at Elsie Robertson STEM Middle School and is 12 
years old. This is her 2nd Outcry Youth Theatre production, 
after playing Duffy in Annie Jr. Lori’s school performances 
include Alice in Wonderland (White Rabbit) and Three 
Ghosts and a Jock (Ghost of the Present). Outside of 
performing, she loves cooking, traveling, shopping, and 
spending her parents’ money. She would like to thank her 
mom, dad, friends, family, TTC, and OYT for the opportunity.



BIOGRAPHIES

Gianna Cusick (Eric) is in 8th grade at St. Rita Catholic 
School in Dallas. This is her second production with Outcry 
Youth Theatre. Her past role was Tessie in Annie Jr. When 
she is not on stage, Gianna can be found in the kitchen 
whipping up a delicious meal or in the gym playing 
competitive volleyball. Gianna would like to thank her 
parents for supporting her many activities and her Grandma 
Bette and Aunt Susie for traveling to see her performances.

Aly Dominguez (Bruce) is a 12-year-old, and this is her 
fourth production with OYT. Her favorite past roles include 
Young Anne in Anne of Green Gables, Annie in Annie Jr., 
and Moana in Moana Jr. She also enjoys reading, drawing, 
and writing songs. Aly thanks her parents for all their love 
and support, Mr. Jason for casting her in this production, 
and the entire production team for all their dedication! She 
has enjoyed working with this cast and making new friends!

Annie Dominguez (Matilda) is an 11-year-old, and this 
is her fourth production with OYT. Her favorite past roles 
include Jane in Mary Poppins Jr., Young Diana in Anne 
of Green Gables, and Young Anna in Frozen Jr. She also 
enjoys cooking, baking, and painting. Annie thanks her 
parents for all their love and support, Mr. Jason for casting 
her in this production, and the entire production team for 
all their dedication! She has had a lot of fun with this cast 
and has loved making new friends!

Juan Erives (Michael) will delight audiences as the lovable 
Michael in Outcry’s production of Matilda Jr.! From the 
moment Juan could string together words, he had a 
natural talent for tickling funny bones. His first giggle was 
a symphony of mirth that had his family in stitches. Brace 
yourselves for an explosion of laughter as Juan takes the 
stage and unleashes his comedic genius. Juan is excited to 
do another show with Mr. J! He wishes to thank his family, 
friends, and dogs (RIP Sumo) for their support.

Eli Gibson (Nigel) is going into 6th grade. This is his fourth 
production with Outcry Youth Theatre and his fifth play. 
His past roles have been Charlie Sloane in Anne of Green 
Gables, Mr. Bunce in Fantastic Mr. Fox, Drake in Annie Jr., 
and Peter in Peter Pan. Offstage, Eli likes to create his own 
comedy, play video games, swim, and perform improv. He 
would like to thank Mr. J and Outcry for this opportunity and 
his family and friends for supporting his love of performing.



BIOGRAPHIES
Kate Illian (Matilda) is 9 years old and a rising fourth grader 
at Harrington Elementary. This is her third production at 
Outcry Youth Theatre. Her past roles include Annie in Annie 
Jr. and Louise in Sunday in the Park with George. Kate 
enjoys singing, dancing, playing the piano, and soccer. 
Thanks to Mr. J and Ms. Cindy for their guidance through 
another amazing musical theatre experience. She’d also 
like to thank Vidisha and Stori for being such a joy to work 
with.

Ellie James (Little Kid 2) is in fourth grade at Prince of Peace 
Catholic School in Plano. This is her second production with 
Outcry Youth Theatre. Last year she played the role of an 
Orphan in Annie Jr. Ellie loves running track and singing. 
She would like to thank the entire cast and crew at Outcry.

Gracie James (Michael) is in 5th grade at Prince of Peace 
Catholic School in Plano. This is her second production 
with Outcry Youth Theatre. Last year she played the role 
of Sandy (the dog) in Annie Jr. Gracie loves reading and 
her iPad. She would like to thank the entire cast and crew 
at Outcry.

Holden James (Rudolpho/Dad) is in 6th grade and 
growing his passion for theatre. This is his third show with 
Mr. J and Outcry Youth Theatre. One of his favorite past 
shows was Fantastic Mr. Fox with Mr. J. When he’s not at 
rehearsal, he loves to hang out with his friends, play video 
games, read, and play the piano. He would like to thank the 
directors and the crew for all they have done throughout his 
acting process.

Kensley James (Tommy) is going into 6th grade and loves 
to spend her time developing her theatre skills, reading, 
and drawing. This is her third show at Outcry Youth Theatre, 
her first being Fantastic Mr. Fox with Mr. J. When not at 
rehearsal, she loves to be with her friends and family. She 
has loved working on her third production and especially 
loved experiencing it with the cast, directors, and crew.



BIOGRAPHIES
Willa Jones (Escapologist/Dad/Russian/Big Kid) is going 
into 6th grade at Wilson Middle School. Willa is excited 
to be in her first production with Outcry Youth Theatre! 
Her previous favorite role was ensemble in NTPA Plano’s 
production of Hairspray. She has also been in numerous 
plays throughout her five years in Drama Kids. When not 
on stage, Willa is active in Girl Scouts, takes voice lessons, 
does art, and watches musicals with Mom! She would like 
to thank OYT and Mr. Jason for this opportunity!

Madeline Knoff (Miss Honey) is a 13-year-old 8th grader 
who enjoys playing sports, performing in music recitals, and 
playing bassoon. Her favorite past roles with Outcry Youth 
Theatre include Guildenstern in Hamlet, Mrs. Lynde in 
Anne of Green Gables, Celeste 2 in Sunday in the Park with 
George, Bean in Fantastic Mr. Fox, and Grand High Witch 
in The Witches. She is grateful for the love and support 
from her family and friends, and she would like to thank Mr. 
Jason and the cast & crew for this extraordinary adventure.

Bethany Kricken (Mrs. Phelps/Mum) is a rising 8th grader 
at St. Rita School and is making her debut with Outcry 
Youth Theatre. She is a figure skater and enjoys hanging 
out with her friends. Bethany would like to thank her friend 
Gianna Cusick for inviting her to try out for Matilda Jr. with 
her, Outcry for giving her this opportunity, and her family 
for supporting this new endeavor.

Aftyn Leiker (Eric) is in 7th grade at Burnett Junior High 
School. This is her third production with Outcry Youth 
Theatre. Her favorite past roles include July in Annie Jr. and 
Hummingbird in The Night Fairy. When not on stage, she 
likes to dance with her studio and school drill teams. She 
would like to thank Mr. Jason for giving her the opportunity 
to perform with Outcry again this summer and her family 
and friends for supporting her. 

Mariana Lopes (Acrobat/Mum/Russian) is a talented 
12-year-old performer making her first stage appearance! 
Mariana shines in her roles as an Acrobat and Big Kid. 
When not on stage, she enjoys singing and spending time 
with her furry friend, Ariel. She is also adventurous, often 
joins her dad for bike rides, and enjoys shopping trips with 
her mom. Mariana is excited for the day when her younger 
sister Sofia can join her on stage and looks forward to many 
more exciting performances in the future.



BIOGRAPHIES

Anna Lyle (Sergei/Big Kid/Dad) will be in 5th grade at 
Hamilton Park Pacesetter Magnet Elementary School. This 
is her second production with Outcry Youth Theatre. Her 
favorite past roles include Mabel in The Fantastic Mr. Fox 
and Ophelia in Get Thee to a Nunnery for the Dallas 24-
hour Video Festival. When not on stage, she likes to craft 
and swim. She would like to thank her friends, family, and 
Nashville.

Madeline McInnis (Miss Honey) is entering 9th grade at 
Clark High School. This is her sixth production with Outcry 
Youth Theatre. Her past roles include Marilla in Anne of 
Green Gables and Mr. Fox in Fantastic Mr. Fox. Maddie 
enjoys traveling, playing video games, and playing the 
flute. She thanks her parents, grandmother, and Mr. J for 
their support.

MacKenzie McLane (Nigel) will be in 6th grade in the fall. 
This is her 6th production with Outcry Youth Theatre. Her 
favorite past roles include Grandmother in The Witches, 
Annie in Annie Kids, and Anne in Anne of Green Gables. 
When not on stage, she likes to draw, paint, roller skate, 
and play Roblox. She would like to thank Mr. Jason for 
being so kind and patient and her parents for their amazing 
support.

Chloe Miller (Amanda) is in 7th grade at Westwood Junior 
High School and is 12 years old. She is excited to participate 
in her first musical theatre production. In her free time, 
Chloe enjoys drawing, singing, reading, playing tennis, 
viola, and Pokémon. She would like to thank her family and 
friends for their love and support and for coming to watch 
this performance. She would also like to thank Outcry Youth 
Theatre for this extraordinary experience.

Charlotte Million (Hortensia) is a 3rd grader at Saigling 
Elementary. Charlotte seemed destined for the stage with 
her early understanding of sarcasm and comedic delivery. 
She has enjoyed participating in productions at Saigling 
Elementary, including Junie B. Jones (Bobbie Jean Piper), 
summer programs at Outcry Theatre, NTPA, and Shine 
Theatre. Charlotte enjoys drawing, crafts, cooking, and 
reading. She would like to thank her moms for encouraging 
her participation in this show, Outcry, and all the volunteers.



BIOGRAPHIES

Renee Neleson (Sergei/Big Kid/Dad) is in 8th grade at 
Pearson Middle School. This is their second production 
with Outcry Youth Theatre. Previously, Renee performed in 
Annie Jr. (Bert Healey/Dog Catcher/Ensemble) and a video 
production of Myths of the Games Keeper (Kris). When not 
on stage, Renee enjoys sewing, animation, and playing 
softball. Renee would like to thank their parents for all their 
love and support.

Nate Oldham (Mr. Wormwood) is 14 and in ninth grade 
at Heritage High School. This is his eighth production with 
OYT. His favorite past roles include Bruno in The Witches, 
Wilbur in Charlotte’s Web, and Mr. in Sunday in the 
Park with George. When not on stage, he enjoys hiking, 
gardening, playing saxophone, and is involved in marching 
band. Nate would like to thank his family and friends for 
their encouragement and Mr. J for trusting him and making 
this a great experience. 

Alicia Pallares (Mrs. Wormwood) is 11 years old and is 
excited to perform her second show with Mr. J! She loved 
playing Ruby in Anne of Green Gables. Alicia will be a 
6th grader in the fall and enjoys swimming, gymnastics, 
reading, drawing, anime, and Ramen noodles. She would 
like to thank Mr. J for giving her the opportunity to be in 
Matilda Jr.! She loves this story and can’t wait to bring it to 
life on stage! 

Liam Paynter (Trunchbull) is a 15-year-old sophomore at 
Clark High School. This is his 14th production with Outcry. 
His favorite past roles include Skuggle in The Night Fairy, 
Alan Campbell in Dorian Gray, and Laertes in Hamlet. 
He is excited about his current role and the opportunity 
to grow as an actor. Liam would like to thank Mr. J for all 
the opportunities he’s given him since that fateful day he 
walked into an Outcry summer camp four years ago. It’s 
been the best experience he could’ve asked for.

Liliana Pena (Lavender) is excited to join Outcry Youth 
Theatre and promises this will not be her last! Lily will be 
going into 6th grade at Bobby Summers Middle School. 
When she is not on stage, she loves to spend time with her 
family and pets, cheer for United Elite, and model for Clutts 
Agency. She would like to thank her family, her coaches, 
and all of the positive influences that have given her the 
opportunity to grow both on and off stage.



BIOGRAPHIES

Aisley Pickett (Acrobat/Mum/Russian/Big Kid) will 
be in 7th grade at Curtis Middle School. This is her first 
production with Outcry Youth Theatre. Her favorite past 
role with previous companies was Little Bunny in Tortoise 
and the Hare. When she is not on stage, she loves to read, 
swim, play ice hockey, crochet, paint, draw, and play Animal 
Crossing. She would like to thank her mom for existing her.

Allison Powell (Little Kid 3) is starting 2nd grade at Thomas 
Elementary this fall. This is her first production with Outcry 
Youth Theatre. When not on stage, Allison likes to fish, golf, 
read, catch bugs, arts and crafts, swim, hang out with her 
family, and do science experiments. She would like to thank 
her family for always loving her and God for sending Jesus 
to die for our sins.

Maggie Powell (Alice) is a 5th grader at Saigling Elementary 
School. She is excited to be in her 2nd production with 
Outcry. Her past roles include Josie in Junie B Jones, Mrs. 
Gloop in Willy Wonka Kids, and Annie Jr. Maggie also 
enjoys singing in the Stallion Singers Choir, building robots 
in Lego League, hanging out with friends, gardening, 
drawing anime, and making up stories about her cat, 
“Dottie.” She would like to thank her family and friends 
for their support, love, and believing she can do anything! 

Alexandria “Allie” Retta (Little Kid 2) is entering 5th 
grade at Harrington Elementary in Plano ISD. This is her 
fourth production with Outcry Youth Theatre. Her favorite 
role has been Sara Gilles in Anne of Green Gables. She 
developed a love of the stage as a regular “Bard Bucket” 
kid with Shakespeare Dallas from age 2. When not acting, 
she enjoys watching anime and playing Roblox. She would 
like to thank her parents for their love and support and Mr. 
J for everything!

Pia Rico (Amanda) is nine years old and will be in 5th grade 
this fall. This will be Pia’s 11th musical theatre production! 
Her favorite past roles include James in James and the 
Giant Peach Jr., Pinocchio in My Son Pinocchio, Veruca Salt 
in Willy Wonka Kids, Jasmine in Aladdin Jr., Anna in Frozen 
Kids, and Young Nala in Lion King Jr.! Pia loves singing and 
dancing - on stage and off! When not rehearsing, Pia enjoys 
camping, drawing, anime, roller skating, movies, dance 
parties, and playing Dungeons and Dragons.



BIOGRAPHIES
Niam Sachdev (Bruce) is nine years old and will enter 4th 
grade at Harrington Elementary in the fall. This is Niam’s 
second production with Outcry Youth Theatre. His favorite 
past roles include Sheriff of Nottingham, Moody in Anne 
of Green Gables, and Jasper in 101 Dalmatians. When not 
on stage, he takes dance classes (ballet, modern, and tap) 
at Tuzer Ballet, acting classes with Performer’s Edge Dallas, 
and loves to play soccer. He would like to thank his directors 
for being so nice and his family for their love and support. 

Priya Sachdev (Lavender) is 11 and will enter 6th grade 
at Carpenter Middle School in the fall. This is Priya’s 
second production with Outcry. Favorite past roles include 
Ruby Gillis in Anne of Green Gables, Cruella DeVil in 101 
Dalmatians, and The White Mouse in Tuzer Ballet’s The 
Nutcracker. She trains with Performer’s Edge Dallas, takes 
ballet, modern, and tap classes, and participates in science 
and robotics competitions. She would like to thank Mr. 
Jason, Ms. Cindy, Stori, and all the parents for their support.

Lucy Smithey (Trunchbull) will be in the 11th grade at 
NTPA Performing Arts Academy. This is her first Outcry 
Youth Theatre production. Her favorite roles include Patrick 
Star (The SpongeBob Musical), Grover (The Lightning 
Thief), and Trunchbull! She wants to thank Mr. Jason and 
everyone at Outcry - she has enjoyed her first experience!

Olivia Stoner (Little Kid 1) is nine years old and in 4th 
grade at Centennial Elementary. This is her first musical 
theatre production. She loves hip-hop, singing, swimming, 
and playing soccer and basketball. She would like to thank 
her friend Kate Illian for inspiring her to try theatre and 
everyone at Outcry Youth Theatre for being so kind and 
welcoming. 

Ellisyn Thoma (Alice) is eight years old and will be in 3rd 
grade at Aldridge Elementary. This is her sixth production 
and her first show with Outcry! Most recently, she 
performed as Baloo in Jungle Book Kids and Miss Spider in 
James and the Giant Peach Jr. When Ellisyn is not on stage, 
she spends her free time creating, reading, singing, and 
playing volleyball. She would like to thank her family, all her 
new friends, and Outcry Youth Theatre for their talent and 
support in putting together such a great show! 



BIOGRAPHIES
Beatrix Wezwick (Tommy) is entering fifth grade at 
Richardson Heights Elementary. This is her seventh show 
with OYT. Her favorite past roles include Young Diana in 
Anne of Green Gables, Louise in Sunday in the Park with 
George, Mrs. Fox in Fantastic Mr. Fox, and the Main Narrator 
in Charlotte’s Web. She is devoted to her Girl Scout troop 
and is part of the Girl Scouts of Northeast Texas media 
team. Beatrix would like to thank her friends, family, and 
beloved cat, Neptune, for their love and support.

Allison Wright (Mr. Wormwood) is a 12-year-old 
actress who mesmerizes audiences with her captivating 
performances. She shines as Mr. Wormwood, showcasing 
her love for the craft. Allison’s favorite role was Badger 
in Fantastic Mr. Fox. Allison is also a basketball player on 
the Divas and a member of the Cantabile Chorus with the 
Greater Dallas Choral Society. Allison’s infectious love for 
people and commitment to kindness are a true inspiration. 
Thanks to Outcry and Mr. Jason for this opportunity. 

Tiegan Wright (Escapologist/Dad/Russian) is a talented 
10-year-old making her stage debut. Tiegan brings a 
natural talent and enthusiasm to each character. She is also 
an accomplished athlete, playing club soccer for the Ayses 
and Diva basketball. Tiegan loves hanging out with her 
friends and family, singing around the house, and pursuing 
other creative endeavors. With a passion for performing 
and a bright future ahead, Tiegan is grateful for the amazing 
opportunity given to her by Mr. Jason and Outcry Theatre.
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SUMMER CAMPS

STAGE COMBAT & ACTING
July 17-21, 1-5pm | Ages 12-18

Taught by Adam Kullman

Everything you need to learn, perform, and choreograph a fight 
scene. Starts with the basics of fight safety and moves on to acting 
out stage fights, selling death or injury on stage, breaking down a 
text and writing your own fights, and the basics of fight notation 
and choreography.

ADVANCED FILMMAKING
July 24-28, 9am-5pm | Ages 14-22

Taught by Jason Johnson-Spinos

In this selective film camp, students will learn advanced film 
production and editing techniques. Students will take on different 
film positions to create their own original short film. Must have 
taken a prior filmmaking camp or have filmmaking experience.

CREATIVE PLAY!
July 31-August 4, 9am-12pm | Ages 5-12

Taught by Jake Blakeman

A fun filled journey through the art of play! Students will build 
ensemble, confidence, and creative expression through fun and 
supportive group games! 

INTRO TO IMPROV
July 31-August 4, 1-5pm | Ages 10-18

Taught by Jake Blakeman

A playful introduction for anyone looking to explore the 
fundamentals of improvisation. Using focused games and drills, 
discover the basic tools, rules, and philosophy of improv.



Book, Music, and Lyrics by Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez
Book Adapted by Lindsay Anderson

Music and Orchestrations Adapted and Arranged by Myrna Conn

Performs July 20-23
Cox Playhouse in downtown Plano

UPCOMING PRODUCTIONS

SUMMER
CLASSES
ENROLLING
all ages / skill levels

chamberlainschoolofballet.com



The mission of Outcry Theatre is to draw youth and young adults to the 
theatre as both audience and participants. 

Outcry Theatre utilizes bold artistic vision, highly physical staging, and 
an energetic and visceral performance style. With rigorous rehearsals, 
tenacious attention to detail, and unwavering dedication to excellence, 
Outcry Theatre focuses on developing stellar performances and 
exceptional storytelling.

Outcry Theatre is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

www.outcrytheatre.com

ABOUT OUTCRY THEATRE

OUTCRY STAFF

Artistic Director
Becca Johnson-Spinos
Marketing Director

Jason Johnson-Spinos
Facilities Manager
Benjamin McElroy

Bookkeeper
Jim Guiou

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chauncey Eastes (President)
Katie Guiou (Vice President)

Jeff Gray (Treasurer)
Carmen Toal (Secretary)

Marisa Saenz
Becca Johnson-Spinos

MrJim Johnson

MAJOR SUPPORTERS
Outcry Theatre is supported in part by the City of Plano,
the Kaleta A. Doolin Fund at Texas Women’s Foundation,

the Govenar Family Fund of Communities Foundation of Texas, 
the Texas Commision on the Arts, HerBestLife LLC, and the Town of 

Addison. This project is supported in part by an award from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.


